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God, the eternal Brahman, the inconceivable and

inexpressible source of all things.

Sir W. Jones on tho Vod&nta.

Sir William Jones also perceived, like  Cole-
brooke, the true character of the ancient Vedfinta
when he wrote: ' The fundamental tenet of the
Vedanta school consisted not In denying the exis-
tence of matter, that is, of solidity, impenetrability
and extended figure (to  deny which would  be
lunacy), but in correcting the popular notion of
it,  and  in  contending that It   has  no  essence
independent of mental perception, that existence
and   perceptibility are   convertible   terms,  that
external appearances and sensations are illusory,
and  would  vanish   into   nothing,  if the divine
energy, which alone sustains them, were suspended
but for a moment;  an opinion Epicharmus and
Plato seem to have adopted, and which has been
maintained  m  the   present century with great
elegance, but with little public applause, partly
because It has been misunderstood, and partly
because it has been misapplied by the false reason-
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